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Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington, DC
March 17–July 29, 2007
For information call 202.639.1700 or visit www.corcoran.org

This Spring the Corcoran Gallery of Art is
hosting the critically acclaimed exhibition
Modernism: Designing a New World 1914–1939.
Originally organized by the Victoria and Albert
Museum (V&A) in London, it is the largest and
most comprehensive exhibition on Modernism
to be staged in the United States to date. The
Corcoran will be the show’s only American
venue, following its installation at the V&A and
MARTa Herford in Germany.

“This show demonstrates how Modernist art,
design and architecture still affect nearly every
aspect of our lives. It takes a comprehensive look
at Modernism, featuring everything from

teacups to buildings with no gaps in between,”
said the Corcoran’s new director and president
Paul Greenhalgh.

This groundbreaking and vast exhibition
explores the foundation and meaning of
Modernist art and design, as well as its evolu-
tion into a mass movement that continues to
influence the way we live. As it explores key
Modernist movements — such as Bauhaus, De
Stijl, Constructivism, and Purism — the exhibi-
tion reveals how the distinctive style developed
and what principles defined it. The show also
investigates Modernism’s key themes, including
Utopia; the role of the factory and mass pro-

duction; the spiritual aspect of modern life; fas-
cination with the healthy body and organic
forms found in nature; and national identity.

Modernism contains more than 390 works
and 50 film clips and encompasses a broad
range of media, including industrial and
graphic design, architecture, painting, film,
and photography. While its works will repre-
sent 17 countries, the Washington exhibition
will have a distinct American flavor, featuring
American works not in the V&A’s exhibition.
In fact, the Corcoran is a key lender to this
exhibition, with 15 works coming from its 
permanent collection.
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Le Corbusier, Villa Savoye, Poissy, France, 1928, 

© Fondation Le Corbusier.

Wassily Kandinsky, Relations, 1934, Oil and sand on

canvas, The Kreeger Museum, Washington, D.C., © 2007

Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris.

Pablo Picasso, Un verre sur une table (A Glass on a Table), 1913, 

Oil on canvas, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., gift of

Ingrid and Morton Leeds, 1998.7, © 2007 Estate of Pablo Picasso /

Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

CENTER: Stuart Davis, Study for Swing Landscape, 1937-38, Oil on 

canvas, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., Museum Purchase

and exchange through a gift given in memory of Edith Gregor

Halpert by the Halpert Foundation and the William A. Clark Fund,

1981.122, © Estate of Stuart Davis / Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY.


